
 	  

  Quinn vs. Rauner 

• Focus on more early childhood 
education for children up to age 5 

• Wants to continue the momentum from 
his sweeping bipartisan reform 
initiatives, like SB7  

• Supports more funding for scholarships 
for higher education 

• Big supporter of charter schools and 
wants to lift the cap limiting the number 
of them 

• Proposes increase in funding, yet 
simultaneously wants to cut taxes and 
has not specified where he will find the 
money 

• Has failed to provide specifics on how 
much he wants to increase funding 

Education Policy 

Economic Recovery 

Fiscal House 

• Unemployment is now at a 6-year low, 
even though he inherited a mess when 
he took office in '09 amid the recession 

• Won’t let the income tax go from 5% to 
3.75%, but instead implement a 67% 
increase 

• Push out a ballot measure for an 
additional millionaires’ tax of 3%, and 
direct that revenue towards schools 

• Will invest in education and make 
Illinois more attractive to business 

• Signed pension reform legislation 
cutting benefits, allowing system to 
become solvent by 2045 

• Has made Illinois’s full pension 
payment every year as Governor 

• Opposes raising taxes on people 
making about $1 million 

• Will reduce income tax rate to 3% over 
period of four years 

• Current retirees maintain their pension 
benefits, but freeze system and move 
current employees to 401(k) style plans 
 

• Created a comprehensive pension 
reform that protects workers’ pensions 
for the next 30 years 

• Took over when IL was suffering from 
decades of financial mismanagement 
and balanced the budget by cutting 
more than 5 billion in state spending 

• Overhauled Medicaid program to save 
taxpayers billions of dollars and 
preserve the social safety net 

• Cites his “success” as a businessman as 
one of his qualifications, but 12 of the 
companies he and his firm have 
invested in have gone bankrupt (7 of 
which he served on the board for) 

• Promises to lower taxes for his tax 
bracket while increasing spending in 
nearly every area; hasn’t been able to 
show how to make the numbers add up 


