
 

2014 Ballot Measures 

Hot Button Topics 
Minimum Wage 

• Arkansas, South Dakota and Nebraska would raise their minimum wage, over various lengths 
of time, from the $6- or $7-an-hour range to at or above $8 

• Alaska would push the lowest wage rate from $8.75 to $9.75 
• Illinois would move minimum wage workers to $10 an hour 

Guns 
• In Washington state, voters face two contrasting measures: one that would require 

background checks for guns purchased privately or at gun shows and another that would 
prohibit such background checks from being enacted 

Abortion 
• Colorado voters will decide on whether to define a fetus as a person 
• In North Dakota, the language on the ballot would state that life begins at conception 
• In Tennessee, voters will decide whether to state that there is no assumed right to an abortion, 

in any situation 
Energy vs. Environment 

• Some big, expensive and overlooked battles are underway in this area.  North Dakotans will 
decide whether to set aside 5% of their energy tax windfall (only $2 billion) for land and 
water conservation.  Alaskans will vote on whether to help a mining operation or protect a 
Bristol Bay salmon fishery.  In Colorado, voters will decide whether to make it more difficult 
for oil and gas drillers, particularly those engaged in “fracking” 

Food 
• Wonder if your food is genetically modified? So do some legislators in Oregon and Colorado. 

Both states will vote on measure to require some kind of “genetically modified” label on such 
foods. 

Voting 
• Connecticut, where many New York commuters face colossal traffic jams, is asking voters if 

they want the chance to vote before the day of the election 
• Missouri’s voters will decide on a potential six-day early voting window 
• In Montana, it’s not the timing for voting, but when you can register that’s on the ballot. Voters 

there will decide whether to end registration the Friday before an election. 
Marijuana 

• Three states and the District of Columbia are considering easing up on marijuana regulations.  
Ballot initiatives in Alaska, Oregon and Washington, D.C., would allow adults to possess small 
amounts of pot for private use. Florida’s voters will decide on allowing medical marijuana use 

A Lay of the Land	  
Type of Ballot Measure 2014 2012 2010 
Legislatively-referred constitutional amendments 91 99 106 
Intiatives 35 50 46 
Veto referendums 5 13 4 
Legislatively-referred state statutes 20 20 23 
Automatic ballot referrals 1 3 4 
Commission-referred ballot measures 1 0 0 
Advisory questions 5 3 1 
Total 158 188 184 
	  



 	  

California Proposition 47 
With overcrowded prisons, Californians could soften some crimes’ penalties 

• In 1994, California voters overwhelmingly passed one of the nation's first and toughest 
"three strikes" laws, mandating 25-to-life sentences for three-time felons.  

• At the time, the violent crime rate was at an all-time high, and the memory of the 1992 Los 
Angeles riots and abduction and murder of 12-year-old Polly Klaas of Petaluma by a 
lifelong felon were still fresh in voters' minds. 

• Proposition 47 would reclassify possession of heroin, methamphetamine and other illegal 
drugs, and theft of $950 or less, as misdemeanors in California. If the measure passes, 
California will become the first state to "de-felonize" all drug use. 

• Proponents of the measure have focused primarily on the cost savings from sending 
fewer people to prison, but they argue it would also help non-violent offenders become 
productive members of society. 

• Opponents counter that any benefits aren’t worth the tradeoffs. The initiative would 
reclassify possession of date-rape drugs and the theft of many firearms as misdemeanors, 
which some law enforcement officials argue could result in the release of violent or 
potentially violent offenders. 

 

Ending Prohibition 
Arkansas voters will decide whether to roll back prohibition in the state’s many dry counties 

• Issue 4, better known as the “Arkansas Alcoholic Beverage Initiative,” declares that 
“effective July 1, 2015, the manufacture, sale, distribution and transportation of 
intoxicating liquors is lawful within the entire geographic area of each and every county 
of this state,” going on to say that any laws conflicting with the amendment (the dry laws 
of various counties and towns) would be null and void. 

• Arkansas has a contentious past with alcohol – In 1915 (preceding prohibition) Arkansas 
banned alcohol. Currently, it is banned in ½ of the 75 counties.  

 

Paid Sick Days Initiative 
Massachusetts Question 4 

• A statewide ballot measure in November would give one hour of sick time for every 30 
hours worked, with an upward limit of 40 hours for the year. 

• The proposed law would require employers with more than 10 full-time employees to pay 
for sick time. For smaller businesses, workers would have the right to take time off while 
sick but wouldn’t collect payment. The measure would protect workers who take their 
earned time off from retaliation by employers. 

• Becomes the 2nd state, after California, to mandate paying employees for sick days. 
	  

3 Big Ones to Watch 


